ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a method to prepare 2//-benzo[6]pyrans, 
such as the anti-HIV natural product daurichromenic acid (la), by microwave- 
assisted tandem aldol reaction of a phenolic enolate followed by intramolecular 
5 SN2' type cyclization to form the 2//-benzo[6]pyran core structure. 
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